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mountain ranges which embrace the largest glacier known, more
than 100 miles long. The mystery of the Ross Barrier had been
further unveiled with the discovery of another 200 miles of its
south-western coastline.
Shackleton failed to reach the Pole; but he made a record polar
journey and one that could never be beaten. It was a record, both
in length and in the distance advanced, 363 miles, over a predeces-
sor. Lastly, Shackleton had a remarkable gift for making correct
and swift decisions that averted disaster, and his greatness as an
explorer is largely attributable to this intuition. Success on his
expeditions was very near his heart, but the safety and health of
those who served under him came first; and the fact that he never
lost a life may be regarded as the finest of all his feats and the
greatest of all his triumphs.